
D E C O N S T R U C T I O N
O F  C H R I S T I A N I T Y

Defining & Demolishing







W H E N  T E R M S  A R E  N O T  C L E A R L Y  U N D E R S T O O D ,  
W E  C A N  E N D  U P  T A L K I N G  P A S T  O N E  A N O T H E R ”

“One type of deconstruction 
actually involves using 
scriptures to deconstruct 
unhealthy ideas and practices.”

“IT IS TIME FOR US 
AND YOUR 
GENERATION to 
declare war on this 
idolatrous 
deconstruction 
Christian movement!”



if deconstruction really 
is a movement that 
seeks to lead Christians 
away from truth and 
encourages them to 
deconvert from the 
faith, declaring spiritual 
war on it would be 
prudent, wise, and 
biblical.

if deconstruction 
simply means 
rethinking what you 
believe, engaging your 
doubts, or asking hard 
questions, declaring 
spiritual war on it 
would be unbiblical, 
fearful, and downright 
mean. 



H E A R T  O F  T H E  D E C O N S T R U C T I O N  E X P L O S I O N  I S  A  
R E J E C T I O N  O F  B I B L I C A L  A U T H O R I T Y .  
D E C O N S T R U C T I O N  E M P H A S I Z E S  P E R S O N A L  
A U T O N O M Y — T H E  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  T H E  S E L F



S C R I P T U R E  P L A C E S  
A  H I G H  P R E M I U M  

O N  T R U T H .



“Father, Sanctify Them”
Jesus prays that we will so know the 
truth that it will make us holy, setting us 
apart from the world and sin, and 
consecrating us in devotion to God (John 
17:16–19).

https://www.esv.org/verses/John%2017%3A16%E2%80%9319/
https://www.esv.org/verses/John%2017%3A16%E2%80%9319/


W H O  H A S  D E C O N S T R U C T E D ?



“ T H E  I N F O R M A T I O N  T H A T  W A S  
L E F T  O U T  O F  O U R  A N N O U N C E M E N T  
I S  T H A T  I  H A V E  U N D E R G O N E  A  
M A S S I V E  S H I F T  I N  R E G A R D  T O  M Y  
F A I T H  I N  J E S U S .  T H E  P O P U L A R  
P H R A S E  F O R  T H I S  I S  
“ D E C O N S T R U C T I O N , ”  T H E  
B I B L I C A L  P H R A S E  I S  “ F A L L I N G  
A W A Y . ”  B Y  A L L  T H E  
M E A S U R E M E N T S  T H A T  I  H A V E  F O R  
D E F I N I N G  A  C H R I S T I A N ,  I  A M  N O T  
A  C H R I S T I A N ” .     - J O S H  H A R R I S



“For the majority of people 
from the broader culture in 
the deconstruction 
movement, the Bible is 
seen as a tool of oppression 
to be rejected, not a 
standard of truth to be 
affirmed. 



In fact, most major deconstruction 
platforms bristle at the idea that 
anything other than one’s personal 
conscience should guide an 
individual toward breaking free 
from oppressive systems 
(perceived or actual) and toxic 
theology, which is defined as any 
doctrine or practice that someone 
deems harmful.



P H I L O S O P H I C A L
B A G G A G E

deconstruction meant “dismantling our 
excessive loyalty to any idea and learning to 
see the aspects of the truth that might lie 
buried in its opposite.



4  C A U S E S  O F  D E C O N S T R U C T I O N -  J O S H  B U T L E R



M A N Y  W H O  D E C O N S T R U C T  H A V E  B E E N  W O U N D E D  
B Y  A B U S I V E  O R  M A N I P U L A T I V E  C H U R C H  L E A D E R S ,  
O R  G E N E R A L LY  U N H E A L T H Y  C H U R C H  C U L T U R E S .

1.Church 
Hurt



“ C H U R C H  H U R T  I S  R E A L .  B U T  D E C O N S T R U C T I O N  
I S  A  F A L S E  C U R E . ”





J E S U S  I S  T H E  B E S T  M O D E L  O F  R E P L A C I N G  B A D  T E A C H I N G  
W I T H  G O O D  T E A C H I N G .  I  L O V E  H I S  R E F R A I N  I N  T H E  S E R M O N  
O N  T H E  M O U N T :  “ Y O U  H A V E  H E A R D  I T  S A I D  .  .  .  B U T  I  S A Y ”  
( M A T T .  5 – 7 ) .

2. Poor 

Teaching

https://www.esv.org/verses/Matt.%205%E2%80%937/


3 .  D E S I R E  T O  S I N

God hands us over to the 
depravity of our mind, that we 
might attain the corrupted 
desires of our heart.

Romans 1:18-19



4 . S T R E E T  C R E D

T H E  D E S I R E  T O  F I T  I N  W I T H  T H E  C U L T U R A L  
E T H O S  O F  O U R  M O M E N T  I S  S T R O N G



T H E  P R A C T I C E  O F  D E C O N S T R U C T I O N  I S  
F U N D A M E N T A L L Y  A T  O D D S  W I T H  C H R I S T I A N I T Y .

1. It’s not about getting your 
theology right. It’s about tearing 
down what seems wrong to you. 



T H E  P R A C T I C E  O F  D E C O N S T R U C T I O N  I S  
F U N D A M E N T A L L Y  A T  O D D S  W I T H  C H R I S T I A N I T Y .

2. There is no end 
goal.



T H E  P R A C T I C E  O F  D E C O N S T R U C T I O N  I S  
F U N D A M E N T A L L Y  A T  O D D S  W I T H  C H R I S T I A N I T Y .

3.You are 
the ultimate 
authority.



# E X V A N G E L I C A L -  B L A K E  C H A S T A I N

•1. A literal reading of the Bible 

•2. A belief that women are to be submissive to men 

•3. A belief in the sanctity of heterosexuality 
/heteronormativity and a rejection of homosexuality as 
sinful 

•4. The assumption that the American way of life is best 
5. Identification and partnership with political and social 
conservatism



L I T E R A L

In the deconstruction 
movement, rejecting a “literal 
reading” of the Bible often 
means rejecting the idea that 
the text has a literal, objective 
meaning the Christian needs to 
discover and accept. Biblical 
interpretation becomes 
subjective, or the Bible is 
rejected altogether.



Both men and women are made in God’s image 
(Genesis 1:27; James 3:9), but there are all sorts of 
differences between them, and they come together in 
marriage to become one flesh (Genesis 2:24). Paul lays 
out household codes in Ephesians 5 that begin by telling 
spouses to submit to one another “out of reverence for 
Christ” (verse 21). Women are to submit to their 
husbands, and husbands are to love their wives as Christ 
loves the church. 

S U B M I S S I O N



The act of sex was 
designed to be between 
one man and one woman 
in the context of 
marriage. Anything 
outside of that is 
described in Scripture as 
“sexual immorality.” 



Christians all over the world 
love their home countries 
and feel a sense of loyalty to 
their cultures and fellow 
citizens. There’s nothing 
wrong with that, as long as 
the Christian’s primary 
loyalty is to Christ and his 
Kingdom. N A T I O N A L I S M



THE ORIGIN OF DECONSTRUCTION
“Did God really say, 
‘You can’t eat from 
any tree in the 
garden’?”  

good for food and 
delightful to look at, 
and that it was 
desirable for 
obtaining wisdom.



I N  G E N E S I S 3 ,  S AT A N  S O U G H T  T O  
D E C E I V E  E V E  B Y  Q U E S T I O N I N G  
G O D ’ S  W O R D .

He said to the woman, “Did God really 
say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in 
the garden’?”



S A T A N  M O V E S  F R O M  Q U E S T I O N I N G  G O D ’ S  
W O R D  T O  D E N Y I N G  I T .

4 “No! You will not die,” the 
serpent said to the woman.

Gen. 3:4



3. Satan deconstructs who God 
is. 

“In fact, God knows that when you eat it 
your eyes will be opened and you will be 

like God, knowing good and evil.” Gen. 3:5



A .  S A T A N  D E C O N S T R U C T S  T H E  I D E A  T H A T  
G O D  I S  L O V I N G .

After all, how could a loving God withhold something 
that appears to be pleasing to the eyes? Surely a 
loving God wouldn’t forbid something they desired.



B. Satan deconstructs the idea 
that God is truthful. 

Satan says, “You will not surely die” (Genesis 3:4, 
emphasis added). The implication is, God wasn’t 
telling them the truth.



C. Satan deconstructs the idea 
that God is sufficient.

They think they need to be their own gods. This implies 
that God is not enough for them.



T H E Y  R E J E C T  G O D ’ S  W O R D  A S  
T H E  F I N A L  A U T H O R I T Y



H E L P !  M Y  L O V E D  O N E  I S  D E C O N S T R U C T I N G .

if we want to better understand our deconstructing loved 
ones and how to relate to them, we should pay attention to 
five ways they’re described in the Bible.



1 .  
D E C O N S T R U C T O R S  

A S
 I M A G E - B E A R E R S

every deconstructor—
regardless of age, race, 
gender, sexual 
attraction, or social 
status—is  made in the 
image of God (gen. 
1:27). All are intrinsically 
valuable and worthy of 
love, dignity, and respect



S I N  A F F E C T S  E V E R Y T H I N G  A B O U T  U S — O U R  
R E L A T I O N S H I P S ,  O U R  D E S I R E S ,  O U R  E M O T I O N S ,  
A N D  E V E N  O U R  B E L I E F S .
R O M A N S  3 : 1 0 -  T H E R E  I S  N O  O N E  R I G H T E O U S ,  
N O T  E V E N  O N E .  

2. Deconstructors as Sinners



3 .  D E C O N S T R U C T O R S  A S  S E E K E R S



4 . D E C O N S T R U C T O R S  A S  C A P T I V E S



T H E  B I B L E  D E S C R I B E S  H O W  S O M E  P E O P L E  A R E  

“ C A P T U R E D  B Y  [ T H E  D E V I L ]  T O  D O  H I S  W I L L ”  ( 2  

T I M .  2 : 2 6 ) .

https://www.esv.org/verses/2%20Tim.%202%3A26/
https://www.esv.org/verses/2%20Tim.%202%3A26/


5 .  D E C O N S T R U C T O R S  A S  R E B E L S



There’s a temptation to think that if 
we can provide enough evidence, our 
loved one will change his mind. But 
for many, it’s not an evidence issue; 

it’s a heart issue.
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