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Lesson 2-4:
The Equipment—Spiritual Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:4-7
Mark 9:33-37

2 Timothy 2:20-21



t the moment of our salvation, the Holy Spirit equips each
of us with a unique spiritual gift. Hidden 1n this gift are

treasures God wants to give us in time and eternity.It 1s through
our gift that we come to know God mostintimatelyand that the
world sees most clearly the evidence of God 1n us. God wants
us to know, to understand, and to exercise our gift, becauseitis
only through this that we can achieve the greatness for which
He designed us.

Now therearevarieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there
are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. And there are
varieties ofeffects, but the same God who works all things in
all persons. (1 Cor. 12:4-6)



The Greek word translated "gift" i&harisma, he root of
« whichis charis, "grace." Spiritual gifts proceed from the grace of
God. Each giftis as unique as the person to whom it is given, yet
all gifts bear the stamp of the Spirit of God.\'he Holy Spiritis the
giver of the gifts and the power behind The exercise of the gifts,
but He always works in the background, never bringing atten-
tion to Himself. His work 1s always to glorify the Son (John
16:14).

In the same way that the gifts are as unique as the recipients,
so the outworkings of the gifts are as unique as the lives of the
recipients. That outworking or "ministry" i1s from the word
diakonos/, "one who executes the commands of another." The




word was used fora servant or tablewaiter.In the exercise of our
. gift, we are the hands and feet of the Son of Man, who "camenot
to be served, but to serve' (Mark 10:45). The function of every
gift 1s ministry, servitude —not forced labor, but willing service
to the Lord Jesus Christ and for His glory.

When we serve in the filling of the Holy Spirit, there will be
results, we will affect people. "Effects” here 1s from the Greek
word for operational power. Energeia—from which we get the
word "energy”—is used in the New Testament only of super-
human power. Itis a power that makes us efficient and effective
in life, and when we are effective, God the Father 1s glorified.

But to each one 1s given the manifestationd the Spiritfor the
common good. (1 Cor. 12:7)







Each person's_spiritaal-gift 1s a manifestation of something
invisible —Eﬂl_e_ power of the . Holy Spmt} Though the power
itself is invisible, the evidencesof the power will be clearly seen.
As Jesustold Nlcodemus inJohn 3, we cannot see the wind, but
when 1t blows, we can see its effects. The Spirit 1s the wind; we

are the eftects of the wind.
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